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Hampshire Familiarisation Trip 
 
άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƴŀƴ in possession of a good fortune, must be in 
ǿŀƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛŦŜέΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ tǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀǇǘ 
for a piece about Hampshire ς WŀƴŜ !ǳǎǘŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ  hƴƭȅ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
incorporate it as a witty quotation into this paragraph.  The thing is, Hampshire has actually far more 
to offer than just an 18th century Victorian comment on the social class structure of the time and so 
we were all looking forward to our day in Winchester and the surrounding area.  
 
The train from Waterloo station takes about 45 minutes before it arrives at Basingstoke where we 
were met by Hannah Payne, Economic Development Marketing Officer (and Film Liaison Officer), 
with a mini-coach complete with Elizabeth who was to act as our official guide for the day.  Hannah 
has recently taken on the job of coordinating the filming in the county and this was her first Fam. 
Trip to the area. 
 
We were issued with bacon or sausage rolls and smoothie drinks by way of breakfast (well it had 
been quite an early start at Waterloo) and headed for the first stop of the day ς Bramley Park Camp.  
Bramley was a POW camp during the Second World War and has now reverted to a training area run 
by Landmarc on behalf of the Defence Training Estate.  The area consists of proper tarmac roads that 
run through grassland or woodland areas.  Crossing the roads at various points are single tracked rail 
lines, which although looking fairly overgrown, could be used with rolling stock bought in from 
elsewhere (we only found the one elderly truck of the type that abuses Thomas the Tank Engine and 
friends on the island of Sodor).  The site could easily be re-dressed for a European forest or wooded 
location with the railway adding to the interest. A real benefit of MOD sites are that you can pretty 
much get on with what you want, however it is important to check early on in the prep period as 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ah5Ωǎ ƭŀƴŘΣ ƭeft to itself for more than 50 years, are now sites of Special Scientific 
Interest and therefore subject to strict guidelines as to what is permissible.  The production company 
making Nottingham had to relocate recently, when their request to build and then burn down a 
village on some moorland on an MOD site was turned down by English Nature. 
 

   
 
 
Next was a visit to Stamford Grange, a private house in its own extensive grounds.  The house is a 
Victorian pastiche of a much older 16th Century home, which was damaged by fire. Originally three 
stories high the present house has two storeys and an additional wing. Outside there is also a self-
contained maisonette built above the double garage.  The ground floor of the house is very open 
and full of light with stone mullions and leaded glass windows. It would make a good location for a 
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television drama in the Poirot or Midsomer Murders style with plenty of room for crew and 
equipment.   
 
Access for large equipment vehicles may be problematic through the gates into the site but there is 
parking at the house and additional parking in a paddock next to the garden. 
 
Our next stop was the Mid Hants Railway (Watercress Line) at Alresford.  The line was originally built 
to bring fruit and vegetables, in particular watercress, up into London and to take back the several 
hundred tons of horse dung left on the London streets each day to use as manure. Because of the 
hills in the Mid Hants region, the Watercress Line is blessed with several large and powerful steam 
locomotives, now available for filming purposes.  There are four main stations on the line, running 
between Alton and Alresford, over a distance of 10 miles.  Each station is dressed in a slightly 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ŜǊŀ ŀǘ !ƭǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘs for signals and showing the very 
end of the steam period, via the post wartime era from around 1948, at Ropley; the typical small 
country station at Medstead & Four Marks, incidentally the highest station in southern England, set 
around 1945; to the pre World War II era at Alresford. 
The staff at the Mid Hants Railway are well used to filming and have much experience of assisting 
with film crews and their demands.  There is a good sized carpark at Alresford for technical vehicles 
and also access onto the rail lines for any locomotives or rolling stock bought to the site by road for a 
specific requirement. The railway is also connected to the national rail network near Alton so trains 
or modern rolling stock can be bought directly onto the line. Ironically it is more expensive to move 
locomotives or coaches by rail than it is to carry them on lorries!  
 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳŦŦŜǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘ wƻƻƳΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ǝŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
period, before re-joining our coach for the trip to Avington Park. 
 
A house has stood on the site since the 10th Century when it was part of the estate of the Bishop of 
Winchester.  In the mid 17th Century George Brydges, who was Groom of the Bedchamber to Charles 
II, owned the house. He enlarged and redesigned the rooms to accommodate the King and his 
mistress Nell Gwynne, who were frequent visitors.  In the grounds he built a bathing pool for Ms. 
Gwynne, which could be filled with water heated in a huge boiler. 
 

   
 
 
The house is now of a classical Georgian design with a portico entrance surmounted by three 
statues.  The house faces west while on the south side are two cast-iron conservatories, which 
Ψōƻƻƪ-ŜƴŘΩ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭŀǊŜŘ hǊŀƴƎŜǊȅΦ  LƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊƻƻƳǎΥ ¢ƘŜ Iŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǘǊƻƳǇŜ 
ƭΩƻŜƛƭ Ǉŀƛƴǘed ceiling and walls; the beautiful library which leads out to one of the two 
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conservatories; the main Ballroom on the first floor and the Drawing Room with hand-painted wall 
coverings that look as fresh as they did when they were first painted in the mid муллΩǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
use of egg tempura paints and pigments. 
The house is used for weddings and events and has been a film location for several productions. 
In the grounds is a beautiful Georgian red-brick church with the original box pews still in situ.  The 
church is still consecrated and used as the parish church for the village 
 
We made our way to Winchester to visit Winchester Cathedral where we left the coach and 
continued on-foot. 
 
The present Cathedral Church, so named because it contains the BishopΩǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ όƻǊ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀύ ǿŀǎ 
started in 1079, although there has been a church on the site since the 7th Century. It is one of the 
largest surviving medieval buildings in the world.  It contains many important tombs including the 
last resting place of the tomb of St. Swithun.  He was an early Bishop of Winchester who died in July 
усн ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ Ψso that the sweet rain from heaven may fall 
ǳǇƻƴ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀǾŜΩ. In 971 it was decided to move his tomb indoors to a new site, whereupon torrential 
rain delayed the ceremony for 40 days, apparently as a sign of his displeasure at being moved.  
This gives rise to the saying ς  
{ǘ {ǿƛǘƘǳƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŀƛƴΣ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ Řŀȅǎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 
{ǘ {ǿƛǘƘǳƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛŦ ƛǘ ōŜ ŦŀƛǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊǘȅ Řŀȅǎ will rain nair mair 
Keep an eye out for the weather on July 15th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
The Cathedral is built below the water level for the nearby river Itchen and causes flooding to the 
crypt area as well as subsidence problems.  Anthony Gormley (of the plinth in Trafalgar Square fame) 
sited his sculpture Sound II in the crypt with the flood waters providing beautiful reflections for the 
ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
such an unusual setting.  250 divers working in the water under the foundations, poured concrete to 
create a firm platform for the cathedral to sit on and cured the subsidence.  A form of concrete, 
originally discovered by the Romans, has the unusual property of being able to set underwater when 
the material is mixed with volcanic ash and is one of the reasons why so many of the Roman 
aqueducts and other buildings still exist today. 
 


